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NEWSLETTER 
Dear Friends, 
As the year begins to dwindle down NRCA is gearing up. Arts Fest 09 is fast approaching and is guaranteed to be our 
best event to date.  The entire city of New Rochelle will come alive with the arts on October 17 and 18. Exhibitions, 
performances, workshops and a trolley transporting people to and fro. Arts Fest 09 will next be followed by Dining for 
the Arts. A unique, fun, and certainly filling way of funding the NRCA to continue its mission to stimulate and 
encourage the study and presentation of the performing and fine arts. I hope to see you there as well as at an event 
or three for Arts Fest. 

Excelsior! 
Christopher Arena 
President, the New Rochelle Council on the Arts 

 

 

LOOKING BACK  

Summer Sounds Concert Season  
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This summer the Hudson Park Bandshell was alive with music. Featuring an amazing variety of 
performers, from Big Band to Rock and Roll, Honky-Tonk to Soul, from the New Rochelle Opera’s Musical 
Maladies to  Beatlemania, an exuberant  audience filled the park every Wednesday night for eight weeks 



and had a wonderful time. Two concerts were rescheduled due to inclement weather and we were thrilled 
to enjoy what we thought would be missed. This year, NRCA received a Municipal Challenge Grant from 
Arts Westchester which enabled us to create high visibility for the concerts. Reaching out across the city 
to those new to Hudson Park nearly doubled the audience and the energy from  the new and enthusiastic  
crowds was overwhelming.The music, the barbeque and the ice cream truck all combined to create a 
weekly festivity with a magnificent view. 
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In the midst of all the Wednesday concerts we added an additional treat  at Hudson Park. On Sunday, July 19th, 
NRCA sponsored a family fun picnic and celebration of the Good Old Days   featuring the Hudson Brass Quintet and 
the RSVP Barbershop Quartet. As the Quartet wandered throughout the park, serenading picnickers, artists spread 
themselves out and began to draw and paint throughout the day. The Band played, the children had their faces 
painted, Sir Shadow quickly sketched magnificent silver-toned spontaneous requests of favorite musical instruments 
on lush black paper ready to frame and  everyone, washed by the sun, had a glorious day.  This was an event to be 
repeated.  
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Networking with Erica Eigenberg  

          

Our Networking evening in July was hosted by Erica Eigenberg and her husband, Steve Itzkowitz. They generously 
opened their lovely home to a packed house. Lively conversation, laughter, new members, and a preview of the Big 
Apple Playback Theatre  (to be experienced at our Member’s Party and Annual meeting on November 12th )made 
this a memorable evening. The added --  unexpected -- treat was the visit of the Sister City Musicians (brought to join 
us by Peter Korn, Jeff Kraus, and David Patterson). They arrived just as everyone was ready to leave…..and started 
to play …and the rest of the evening was pure JAM!  What a great time was had by everyone! 

 

 

SAVE THESE DATES! 

HERE COMES THE ARTS FEST TROLLEY! 
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October 17 & 18, 2009 

New Rochelle will be bustling with a host of colorful programs and activities when the New Rochelle ArtsFest  begins 
on Saturday, October 17th , and continues through Sunday, October 18th .  On both days, the City will be alive with Art 
Exhibits, Live Music, great food, incredible performances, shopping, and a chance to visit the new Artist Spaces on 
Main Street. From 12-5, both days, a free Culture Trolley will provide “hop on-hop off” transportation allowing visitors 
to enjoy all the activities taking place in a multitude of public and private cultural institutions throughout the City. 

Participating Venues include:  The Museum of Arts and Culture , Linda Kelly Theater , The Huguenot Children’s  
Library, The Iona College Council on the Arts, The Church of St. Gabriel, Trinity St. Paul, AOC Wines,  Media 
Loft, Knickerbocker Lofts, The College of New Roche lle’s Castle Gallery and Mooney Center Exhibit Hall , the 
Poets Corner, the BID Artist Spaces, the BID Galler y 542, Dance Connection  and the New Rochelle Public  
Library .  There will be spontaneous events and more participating artists in surprise places!   Please check your 
brochure for times and details and go to the website (www.newrochellearts.org) to see the expanded descriptions for 
each venue. 

The New Rochelle Council on the Arts is pleased to be able to sponsor the collaborative efforts of our city’s arts 
venues and supporting businesses. Please enjoy the weekend.  To provide continued support for NRCA we invite 
you to join as a member. It is your support which will enable us to continue to sponsor programs and events like this 
one. Go to our website or contact members@newrochellearts.com. 
 



Coming up on October 24th, 2009 
 

Don’t Miss Dining for the Arts:  
NRCA’s Annual Fundraising Gala 

 

 
 

A Sumptuous Celebration and Dessert Cabaret 
Enjoy a themed dinner party in one of 12 gracious private homes, then rejoice in the arts at a Champagne 

Dessert Cabaret at the Wykagyl Country Club featuring New Rochelle’s own professional talent! 
Tickets start at $85 per person 

 
But if you haven’t made your reservation…..do it no w!  There are only a few seats left! 

 
Contact  lsggreen@aol.com  or tkleghorn@gmail.com for details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Member’s Party at  
the Top of the Roc! 

November 12 th , 2009    
6-9pm at the Avalon East 

 
This is a free evening and an opportunity to spend time with other NRCA members and supporters of the Arts.  A 
special treat will be a presentation by Big Apple Playback Theatre: an Insightful Improv Inspired by the Audience. 
This is a rare opportunity to really get to know each other.  Special thanks to NRCA member Felicity Dell’Aquila-
Geyra (one of the original members of the Board of Directors) for making it possible to have our Member’s Party in 
such a wonderful place….What a view!  RSVP to jwstudio@optonline.net. 
 
 

 
 

Help Wanted  

 
The ArtsFest is around the corner and we will be needing volunteers! We also need a photographer and someone 
with a video camera to help document the weekend! Anyone who is interested in participating and helping us out over 
that weekend to please email Judith Weber at jwstudio@optonline.net  This is going to be a wonderful weekend and 
your participation would truly be appreciated!   



   

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
The City of New Rochelle is featured as one of the “Best Places to Live” in this month’s 

Westchester Magazine! Check it out at 
 http://www.westchestermagazine.com/Westchester-Maga zine/October-2009/Best-Places-to-Live/ �
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Editor’s Note  
 
 As the scheduled programming for 2009 comes to a close, the Board of Directors and a whole host of members are 
busy planning for 2010.  There will be more networking, studio series, concerts, exhibits and collaborative events  
coming your way. The New Rochelle Council on the Arts is committed to stimulating and encouraging the study and 
presentation of the performing and fine arts and to foster and support arts in the community. We are here to serve as 
a portal to the arts for New Rochelle residents and community members. Encourage your friends to join and support 
the arts in New Rochelle. 
 
And don’t forget to send your own news for inclusion in the newsletter and on the NRCA website – one of the 
advantages of NRCA membership! Send your news to members@newrochellearts.org so it can be shared with all 
NRCA members and visitors to the website (which is linked to a number of other websites). This is a great opportunity 
to communicate! And please remember to check the Calendar on the NRCA website for up-to-date listings for all the 
cultural events in the city. 
 

Judith Weber 
 

   2009-2010 Basic Support Grant provided by ArtsWestchester          
                2009   Support funding provided by the City of New Rochelle  

  Events made possible through the support and participation of membership   www.newrochellearts.org   to join   
                             


