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NEWSLETTER

Dear NRCA members,

This year promises great things for the Arts in New Rochelle. | am excited because, as the new President
of this energized organization, | have the opportunity to continue what has been set in motion over the
past few years. Our membership is growing and our efforts to inform our culturally rich community of its
resources have been successful. In that spirit | have added two features to the Newsletter. | will be
introducing you to a treat. With each edition | will:

Focus on one of our Cultural Organizations or Venues

Focus on one of our Artists
I look forward to a busy, fruitful and inspiring year and hope you will join us to celebrate our artistically
diverse talents by attending ALL our events!

Judith Weber

FOCUS ON Patrick Bancel

Patrick Bancel makes you aware, through the intensity of his work, the important significance of the visual impact of
“message”. His paintings are not only beautiful, inspirational, and awe inspiring, but provide “food for thought”. More
obvious than subliminal, his provocative billboards keep the fragility of the planet forever in the forefront.

“Looking at art as an intuition for the future,” Patrick practices meditation, uses painting, photography and video in his
body of work to open the viewers eyes to a new world. Patrick says “his “Billboards” collection brings together his
work as a photographer and painter in order to reveal the shocking contradictory times we live in as it relates to global
warming”. Patrick lives and works in New Rochelle.



DID YOU KNOW THAT

NEW ROCHELLE OPERA IS 25 YEARS OLD AND STILL GROWIN G!

It all started with a dream — and for 25 years, that dream has been a reality. When Camille
Coppola and Billie Tucker incorporated New Rochelle Opera (NRO) in 1985, they exulted in the
realization of their long-held dream, and looked forward to a rewarding operatic future. For Camille, the
company’s executive/artistic director, it brought her the opportunity to fulfill her desire to sing opera, and
she performed all the leading roles in the early years of the company’s existence. For Billie, company
coordinator and now Board president, it helped round out the artistic offerings she wanted for the New
Rochelle Public Library, where she had been hired to create a community cultural center.

So, with a few props and paint, and a small group of enthusiastic singers, they began to shape a
company that is now highly regarded in the regional opera world. The company presents one fully staged
fully orchestrated and fully costumed production a year. Since 2003, NRO has been presenting its major
productions at the Ursuline Arts Center in New Rochelle. Many attendees have acclaimed that these
performances are “as good as, if not better than, the Met!”

New Rochelle Opera presents concerts throughout the area, and works with school audiences to
achieve its mission to create a deeper understanding and appreciation of live opera, and to provide top
quality, professional opera performances to local people who would not ordinarily be able to afford such
an experience. The company also provides aspiring young professional singers with an opportunity to
showcase their talents in a full-length opera production. Many singers who started with the company
have gone on to greater opportunities, including the Metropolitan Opera in New York, and other equally
fine opera companies throughout the U.S. and Europe.

In celebration of its 25" anniversary, New Rochelle Opera will present four fully staged
performances of Puccini’s breathtaking Turandot at the Frank J. Auriana Theatre, Mooney-Hancock Art
Center at Ursuline School on June 24 through 27. Many community members are involved in the chorus,
and Sister Beth Dowd’s Songcatchers will sing the children’s chorus. In order to make this enormous
effort possible, the company will be sponsoring a fund-raising Gala on Thursday, May 6, 2010 at The
Fountainhead in New Rochelle, at which time it will be honoring the currently popular Metropolitan Opera
tenor, Marcello Giordani.  For further information on both of these events, please go to
Www.nropera.org.

Plan to join in the celebration this year of the quarter of a century of artistic enrichment that New
Rochelle Opera has brought to this community.




LOOKING BACK

The first Studio Series of 2010 took place in Janua ry in the beautiful Loft of Ted Morano

The presentation focused on the vibrant tradition of the music of North India. After an introduction to the
history and development of the music and instruments, Ted used audio and video clips and live
demonstrations on several Indian musical instruments, to provide listeners with a good basic
understanding of this highly developed and exciting musical art form.

Somosas from Rangoli were devoured by the happy audience!

LOOKING FORWARD

The Gospel Choir Sing-out

“Gospel is one of the richest forms of music in America. The diverse musical influences you can hear in
Gospel began to take shape during the great migration between 1900 and 1930 when blacks moved
north to escape racial and economic problems. The convergence of traditional hymns and anthems with
the storytelling of the blues and rhythms of jazz provided fertile ground for the development of a new
musical sensibility.

Gospel is one of the richest forms of music in America. The diverse interpretations of this musical form
from Mahalia Jackson to Clara Ward to the Edwin Hawkins Singers to the present-day gospel superstars
such as James Cleveland, Yolanda Adams and Kirk Franklin have brought this rousing music to a larger
audience. Gospel is an experience. The audience is an important part of that experience. The music
invites the audience to tap their feet, clap their hands, wave their hands in the air, and sing along”. (An
excerpt from the press release: Linda Tarrant- Reid)

Saturday, February 27, 3 pm
Ossie Davis Theater
New Rochelle Public Library
Co-sponsored by the
The African American Art & Cultural Appreciation Co uncil
New Rochelle Council on the Arts

With additional funding from
I'N 1—3‘0 MING

ERTERTAINMENT www.incomingtideentertainment.com




Saturday, March 6

In association with the Bid Family Saturdays Series, Christopher Arena,
Founder and Artistic Director of Moonlight Theater, has adapted a play for the “kid in all of us”!

Ossie Davis Theater
New Rochelle Public Library

Two performances: 12:30 & 2:30 pm

Bring your kids! Tons of Fun! FREE!

March 6

NRCA'’s FIRST juried exhibition!

Opening Reception and Awards Presentation

Saturday, March 6, 5:30 pm

1" #SH
Jurors

Charles Fazzino * Katrina Rhein * David Tob ey



“All the world — or at least part of the sound shore — will be a stage this spring as the
New Rochelle Council on the Arts sponsors the first “Sound Shore Shakespeare
Festival ,” with support from the New York Council for the Humanities. The festival,
which will run from March through May, will highlight a variety of Shakespeare-themed
events, art exhibits, concerts, lectures and films in the Sound Shore communities of
Larchmont, Mamaroneck and New Rochelle.

Participants in the Sound Shore Shakespeare Festival include The Semi-Royal
Shakespeare Company, a group of 90 Mamaroneck High School students under the
direction of Dee O’Brien that is the oldest continuous high school Shakespeare troupe in
the U.S.; the Museum of Arts & Culture, the only Regents-chartered museum in a
school in New York State; New Roc Regal Cinema; lona College, which has published
The Shakespeare Newsletter since 1951; New Rochelle Opera; the New Rochelle
Public Library and St. John’s Wilmot Episcopal Church”. (Excerpt from press release:
Theresa Kump Leghorn)

A full schedule of events will arrive in your mailbox shortly and will be posted on www.newrochellearts.org

This event is made possible, in part, by the JPMorg ~ an Chase Regrant Program for Capacity, administered by ArtsWestchester

MORE TO COME!

8 WEEKS OF SUMMER CONCERTS
AT THE HUDON PARK BAND-SHELL

SUNDAY IN THE PARK: A SALUTE TO BROADWAY

THE ARTS FEST....HOP ON-HOP OFF THE TROLLEY
A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER!

STUDIO SERIES!
NETWORKING EVENTS!

ANNUAL MEMBER’S PARTY



MEMBER’'S NEWS
You Can Draw! oOne of a series of workshops offered by Robin Tedesco: robintedesco@optonlinenet

Jewelry Design: Classes offered by Deborah Haley Designs: dlhaley@optonline.net

“Face 2 Face” New work by Ivar Hyden Media Loft Gallery March7 —April 18 www.medialoftarts.com

Now is your opportunity to join us as we get to work. We invite you to join a committee or volunteer to
be part of an event. There is an enormous reward for the efforts we make to bring these programs to
the community. Please contact us at members@newrochellearts.org  and hop on board. We need you!

And, don’t forget to send your news for inclusion in the newsletter and for Member’s e-blasts. One of the
advantages of NRCA membership! Send your news to members@newrochellearts.org so it can be shared
with all NRCA members. This is a great opportunity to communicate! And, please remember to check
the Calendar on the NRCA website (www.newrochellearts.org ) for up-to-date listings for all the cultural
events in the city.

I would like to thank Cristina Cerone, who answered our call for a part-time position as Website Content
Manager. She has transformed our Calendar which is kept up-to-date and complete with descriptions
and photos! If you would like to send her announcements of any ARTS events, exhibitions, productions,
for inclusion in the Calendar please contact her at cmcphotgraphy23@gmail.com

If you would like to recommend an organization, venue, or individual to be the focus for the next
newsletter, please send your suggestions to info@newrochellearts.org

In closing, | would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who continue to come to our events
and those we sponsor.

Our mission is:

To stimulate and encourage the study and presentati on of the performing and fine arts
and the public's interest and participation therein

To foster and support arts in the community and to serve as a portal to the arts for New
Rochelle residents and community members.

To create opportunities for the public to encounter and explore art and increase access to
the arts in New Rochelle.
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