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NEWSLETTER 
Dear friends,  
 
Yes, it's that time of year again. The sun is shining, the mercury is rising and that can only mean one 
thing.  Its concert time at Hudson Park!  This year we'll be hosting quite a wide array of performers 
at our band shell. Not to be missed will be the tribute to Emil Paolucci on July 8. Emil was the man 
who began the concert series.  There will also be a special appearance by two musicians from our 
sister city in France, La Rochelle, on July 15.  
Free concerts in the park every Wednesday night along with a panoramic view of the sound. Not to 
mention announcements for many more exciting summer events. 
Looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Christopher Arena 
 
President 
The New Rochelle  
Council on the Arts  

LOOKING BACK  
 
This past spring has been a very busy time.  NRCA has been establishing relationships with new 
partners and is focused on collaborating to bring enriching opportunities for the Arts in the community. 
We have been busy working to strengthen our committees and to explore new ideas for programming. 
We are excited that many of our members have been joining us in this effort.   

 
 

 
 
 

On April 7 , NRCA hosted a reception at City Hall Rotunda for Terracotta New Rochelle , a 
photographic celebration of the Terracotta ornamentation on many of the buildings in downtown New 
Rochelle.  Created by Ivar Hyden of Backstreet Gallery, the amazing photographs chronicle the rich 
architectural history of our city.  The reception was well attended and a good time was had by all! 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

              
 
 
May was an extremely busy month starting off with Shakespeare at Dusk: a Musical Interlude  
at Davenport Park.  A very successful collaboration between NRCA, the Garden Club of New 
Rochelle  and the New Rochelle Department of Parks and Recreation resulted in a charming 
presentation of the songs of the period performed by Soprano Mimi Kate Munroe and Lutenist David 
L. Walker. 
 
In spite of threatening weather, an appreciative audience enjoyed not only the music but the beautiful 
panorama of the park.   
 

The serenity of Shakespeare was followed almost immediately by the exotic Bollywood Night  
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“New Rochelle is a city seasoned with colorful, exotic, enticing diversity. Living in a time of neutralizing 

amalgamation and “flattening fusion,” it is a treat to sample and engage the cultures that flavor our humanity. As 

an example of “engaging culture” and demonstrating one of the many contributions the Arts make to the 

revitalization of “Main Street,” the New Rochelle Council on the Arts partnered with Rangoli Indian Cuisine at 

615 Main Street to provide a sumptuous and scintillating evening. The delectable buffet quickly proved why 

Zagat.com has rated Rangoli the "Best Indian Restaurant in Westchester County" for nine years running!  

Thursday evening, May 14th, Rangoli Restaurant owner Anu Negpal, dressed in an elegant ruby red sari, warmly 

welcomed diners arriving at this fund-raiser for the NRCA. After convivial mingling at the bar, residents from 

disparate parts of the city united in revelry, great food and the fun of screening an award-winning “Best of 

Bollywood” film. Filled to capacity, this event united many NRCA members and newcomers in a thoroughly 

delightful experience of each other, the arts, and New Rochelle’s downtown.” 

 
 
 
         Adrienne Garnett 



 
 

 
 

                   
 
 
The month ended with NRCA co-sponsoring a World Diversity Expo  at Pace University. With 
“culture-sharing” and Diversity becoming thematic elements, we shared the evening with the 
Westchester Women’s Bar Association, the Westchester County Bar Association, Pace Law School 
and the Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.   Ruth Epstein, Adrienne Garnett, Irene Pastarnack, 
Moreno Tagliapietra, and Judith Weber exhibited their work and mixed and mingled with an audience 
interested in the arts.  Representing NRCA with a dynamite performance was Julia Breanetta 
Simpson (accompanied by her technical assistant---her son William Ungewitter), singing a selection of 
songs from her new CD, “Here’s To Life”. It was a wonderful opportunity to increase our audience and 
let everyone know what is going on in New Rochelle.  Great food, lots of networking, and a lot of fun! 
 
 

         
 

 
June’s Studio Series  featured an evening of JAZZ with Ed Bonoff .  Ed shared the “how” of Jazz 
with an audience who “couldn’t get enough” of the highly informative introduction to the music we all 
know and love.  In the intimacy of his home/studio, we listened and learned and hope he will do this 
again very soon! 
 
“Thanks to Ed and Elaine Bonoff for their hospitality and for a fabulous evening featuring early and great 
jazz recordings. We got to listen – to experience - great jazz, and share Ed’s passion and knowledge. What a 
great time we had. BRAVO.”            Nancy Egol Nikkal��
 

 
LOOKING FORWARD  

 
The summer is going to be full of wonderful, FREE, events.  We start with July 8, the first 
Wednesday of 8 consecutive Wednesday evenings that the Hudson Park Band Shell will be 
alive with Music. NRCA, in partnership with the Department of Parks and Recreation, has put 
together a series of wonderful evenings for your pleasure.  Support for the concerts comes 
from the Emil Paolucci Fund, The Bank of America, ArtsWestchester and additional support 
from Verizon.  Metro Med will be celebrating 25 years in New Rochelle with their sponsorship 
of a concert performed by the New Rochelle Opera. 



 
 
 

Summer Sounds Concert Series 
 

Join us for Italian Night with Tre Bella 
July, 8     7:00 PM 

 
 
After a tribute to “music man” Emil Poulucci who founded the concert season, these 3 Italian beauties will burst 
into song!   Bring your lawn chairs and relax under the stars.   
 
Thursday, July 9 , is our summer NETWORKING evening.   The evening will provide an opportunity for artist 
and non-artist members (and perspective members) to exchange ideas and get a chance to know each other. 
We will preview the Big Apple Playback Theatre and it will be held at the home of their Managing Director, Erica 
Eigenberg. 
 

50 Poplar Place, New Rochelle, NY 10805 914-633-736 1  7:30 pm 
 

The Summer Sounds Concert Series continues: 
 

July 15………. An evening of Swing with the Virgil Sco tt Band 
July 22……… .Sounds of Motown with Billy and the Sho wmen 
July 29 ……… Orville Davis returns for a Country & W estern and R&B night 
August 5……. The John Amoroso Band 
August 12…… .Musical Maladies by the New Rochelle Opera sponsor ed by Metro Med 
August 19……  The Clusters Doo-Wop Band 
August 26……  The Mystery Tour Beatles Band 

 
 
Sunday July 19, 2-5 pm 
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Family Fun Picnic and a celebration of the Good Old  Days at Hudson Park 

Featuring the Hudson Brass Quintet and RSVP Barbers hop Quartet 
·  Arts  

·  Antics 
·  Entertainment 

 

 
 



 
 

Save the dates!!!!!! 
 
 

October 17 & 18 
The Arts Fest! 

A weekend celebrating the Arts and Culture of New R ochelle 
 
 

October 24 
Dining for the Arts 

Annual Gala to support the Arts 

 
November 12 

Annual Member’s meeting/party 
At the  

Top of the Roc 
 

Please put the dates on your calendars and make sur e you join us and 
JOIN A COMMITTEE 

We need you! 
 
 

Member’s News!!! 
 

�  Watch for David Patterson’s New Rochelle Jazz Revue …….a lot of music coming this summer 
 

�  Check out the Museum of Arts and Culture’s Summer F ilm Series 
 

�  Log on to the NRCA Calendar to see the Library’s of fering for the summer: Films, music, 
classes, exhibits! 
 

�  Don’t miss the BID Thursday night’s music on Librar y Green 
 

�  Go to www.newrochellearts.org  and click on the Artist’s Directory.  Check the ar tist’s websites 
for news, workshops, special events and exhibitions  

 
 
If you recently received a notice reminding you to renew your membership, please take a moment and 
send a check for the category of your choice to 515 North Ave. New Rochelle, NY 10801.  Your 
support enables your Arts Council to continue to inform you about the rich arts and cultural offerings in 
your community.  If you would like to be more active and work on a committee, please call 914-235-
9027.  We NEED YOU! 
 

   2009 Basic Support Grant provided by ArtsWestcheste r           Events made possible through the suppor t 
                                   and participatio n of membership 
                  2009   Support funding provided b y the City of New Rochelle             www.newrochellearts.org   to join
   


